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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK 
 Summer is usually a season of celebrations; 
weddings, picnics, family vacations, backyard BBQ’s. 
Summer is a time that helps us relax and renew 
ourselves for the next thing; back to work, back to 
school – you know what I mean. This summer will 
likely be different. Already some of our summer 
landmarks have been cancelled. No Canada Day 
festivities. No Stampede. No Mustangs baseball. And 
that is just a glimpse at the local list. Our collective 
anxiety of the last three months won’t be relieved by 
a summer return to ‘normal.’ There is still too much 
uncertainty – too much we don’t know – and that 
uncertainty and the necessity of caution has affected 
life at St John’s too.  
 The session has been vigilant in keeping track 
of the various rules and guidelines laid down by the 
province. This has been challenging, as the 
guidelines change – often very quickly – and 
throughout the last three months our guiding 
principle has been the safety of the people under 
our care. We know that there are folks who are 
eager to be back ‘in church.’ There are also those 
who have good reasons for wanting to stay away. 
And we recognize that there is no perfect solution to 
satisfying all these various levels of comfort where 
worship is concerned. It is hard to be the church 
electronically…hard, but not impossible. 
 There are steps that the session must take 
before we can confidently return to worship in the 
building. There is also the knowledge that our online 
and mail-out efforts have been reaching people who 
haven’t been able to join us in person under 
ordinary circumstances. There is a lot to consider 
before we re-inhabit the sacred space on the corner 
of 2nd St and 5th Ave. and we are asking you to be 
patient.  

 Worship continues. It’s much different than 
we are used to, but God’s people still worship. 
Fellowship and our communal care for one another 
continue, through phone calls and small ‘back porch’ 
gatherings and drive-by birthday parades and chance 
meetings in the grocery store parking lot. The church 
is not closed – we’ve just stopped using the building 
for a while.   
 In the meantime “Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not 
quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of 
prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is 
good…” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-21) 
 

 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
Devotionals via email - worship on YouTube - who 
would have imagined that this would be our manner 
of worship and study through the end of Lent, Easter 
and into the beginning of “ordinary time?” The 
pandemic restrictions have helped us find different 
ways to worship, and while it has been useful, it is 
not how we are built. We crave the collective act of 
worship, with God’s people gathered together. 
Since it will be mid-August before we are holding 
services in St John’s again, the worship committee 
have been asked to plan an outdoor ‘picnic’ service 
this summer.  The date and location are not yet set 
(due to the timing of this newsletter) but you will 
soon hear more about our plans for this summer 
celebration. Stay tuned! 
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SESSION 

 

The session has met regularly to consider the 
needs of the congregation and to begin planning 
for our eventual return to worship in the building. 
With the rush of news around the move to phase 
2 of the Provincial reopening scheme, session has 
chosen to follow a gradual approach, aiming for 
return on August 16th. The summer will be spent 
ensuring that we have policies and practices in 
place to ensure the worship experience is as safe 
as possible. On-line worship will continue, and 
there will be alternatives in place during Jeff’s 
scheduled vacation weeks (July 6-12 and July 27-
Aug 10)  
The session has also held a joint meeting with the 
Financial Stewardship and Administration 
committee (FS&A) and the Building Stewardship 
Committee for updates on the financial situation 
and the various maintenance projects planned for 
this year. The third phase of the sandstone 
rehabilitation is underway and should be 
completed by June 24. FS&A ,through the 
treasurer, have continued to monitor the finances, 
and investigated government assistance programs 
offered to businesses (and churches) during the 
pandemic. We are grateful for the continued 
generosity of St John’s members, adherents and 
supporters that has allowed us to continue 
through this season of uncertainty with minimal 
pressure on our deficit. We do have the resources 
to manage this deficit, but the plans for a capital 
campaign (as discussed at the annual meeting in 
February) are moving forward. 
 

PASTORAL CARE 
 

All of the St John’s family offers our condolences 
to Shirley McLeod on the death of her husband 
Norman on April 21, 2020 after an extended 
illness. We will gather in celebration of his life 
when the circumstances permit. 

 
 

 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

 

Cookies – drive-by birthday celebrations and 

other interesting ‘projects’ 
 

In the midst of these strange times, we continue 
to find things to celebrate. 
We are grateful to Cindy Henders who decided 
that the isolation of our quarantine 
meant that everybody needed 
cookies. Thank you Cindy, for your 
thoughtfulness (and door-to-door 
delivery) of those excellent home-made treats. 
 

Thanks also go to 
Phylis Pudwell for 
helping to organize a 
drive-by birthday 
celebration - 
complete with a fire 
engine- for Win 
Wilson, in honour of 
Win’s 90th birthday. 
Happy birthday Win! 
 
 

 
Later this month (June 24th, in fact), the Rev. Dr. 
Bob Cruickshank will celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of his ordination to the ministry of 
Word and Sacrament. Thank you for your faithful 
and fruitful service to Christ’s Church Bob, and 
happy anniversary!  

 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 
 GARAGE SALE 

With the restrictions brought on by the pandemic, 
we were unable to hold our garage sale this 
spring. The donations have outgrown our ability to 
store them safely, so we would ask that you NOT 
bring any more donations right now. Know that 
we are hoping to have a sale of some sort - 
perhaps a sidewalk sale - when the circumstances 
allow us to do so.  
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

The planning committee for Project Connect has 
decided that they cannot hold the event this year. 
Due to the uncertainty around gatherings and the 
need for a radical change in the way the event is 
offered, they have chosen the spring of 2021 as 
target for the next Project Connect event. 
 

Good news from the al Mansour family! 
Though the pandemic has slowed the families 
process towards citizenship, we have good news 
from the end of school year awards. Jabar has 
received an award from the Gord Earl Foundation. 
Gord was Chief of Police before his death about 7 years 

ago.  His wife and 
Andy, set up the 
foundation to 
continue work that 
Gord started on Dare 
program...for kids 
that exemplify the 
values of Police 
Service: respect, 
integrity, 
accountability and 
courage.  A cheque is 
given to one grade 6 
student from every 
elementary school. 
 

Herald school selected  Jabar based on best academic 
achievement and they mentioned his confidence, 
coaching and mentoring a number of students and 
own family, always first to volunteer in office and 
classroom, and growth mindset—strong belief in his 
ability to acquire new skills and improve through 
practise.  He constantly surpasses the teachers’ 
expectation. Congratulations Jabar! 

BUILDING STEWARDSHIP 

 
Greetings from your Building Stewardship Committee. 
Even during the time of quarantine, we have been busy 
making sure we keep up with maintenance and 
regulatory inspections. If you have been by the church 
during the past month, you may have seen Shawn 
Thibault from Ravenstone Masonry Conservation Inc. 
working on site. Shawn has been busy measuring, 
prepping, cutting, removing the damaged stones and 
installing newly shaped stones along the west side of 
the church facing 5th Avenue. He has been working by 

himself this year and is close to completing work on 
the largest of our sandstone projects to date. 
This portion of the project involved repair of three 
stones and full replacement of 21 stones.  
There is quite a bit of time and work to measuring, 
shaping and “forming” the stone to make an exact 
match of the original sandstone before the laborious 
task of placing and installing the new stones. 

 
Fortunately, we have a gifted craftsman on the job 
who is able to capture the natural lines and shape of 
the original installation. The final product is near 
perfection.  
Providing the weather cooperates, installation will be 
complete the end of this week (June 19th) and we will 
proceed with an 
inspection of the 
stones above head 
height, and an 
assessment of 
future work we 
would need to 
complete to 
maintain our recent 
repairs and preserve the stone from accelerated 
erosion and identify any repointing that may be 
needed. 
Regular maintenance around the church continues to 
keep the Building Stewardship committee busy 
ensuring the building will be in top shape when we are 
ready to return to in-person worship. 

 


